Laurel Racing Camaro
History
The story of the Laurel Racing 1970 Camaro begins in 1968. In 1968 and 1969, Laurel
Racing successfully campaigned a 1968 Camaro in Trans Am, A Sedan, and endurance
races. As a result of this success, in 1970, Chevrolet Product Performance offered to
support Laurel Racing’s effort in Chevrolet’s new “second generation” Camaro.
Chevrolet had achieved great success in the Trans Am series with its first generation
Camaro. When the second generation Camaro was introduced, the “Win on Sunday.
Sell on Monday” philosophy led Chevrolet to offer its top performing teams new second
generation Camaros.
Based on this commitment, Larry Drover, owner of Laurel Racing offered his 1968
Camaro for sale. To sell his “first generation” Camaro, Larry placed a classified ad in
Autoweek. The text of Larry’s advertisement read:
Trans Am Camaro. Very competitive. Full roll cage, 1969 engine, all new suspension, mags, all possible
factory options, extra wheels, 4 gear ratios, extra engine if desired. Preparing 1970 automobile.
Laurel Racing, 3220 Rexford Drive, South Bend, IN 46615. (219) 234-2535
Autoweek, September 20, 1969

The Laurel Racing “first generation” Camaro at the 1969 24 Hours of Daytona. Note that the Camaro is a
1968, but it is sporting a 1969 cowl induction crossram hood. Later, the front body panels would also be
converted to the 1969 versions. February 2, 1969. Photo: Louis Galanos.

In 1969, Chevrolet won the Trans Am manufacturer’s championship. The “factory team”
was Penske Racing with Mark Donohue the primary driver. After winning the T/A
championship, Roger Penske announced that, for 1970, Penske Racing would compete
in the T/A championship with AMC Javelins. Chevrolet transferred the “first generation”
ex-Penske Camaros to Roy Woods Racing. To race the second generation Camaro in
the 1970 Trans Am, Chevrolet enlisted Jim Hall and his Chaparral race team. Jim Hall
inherited some of the data, data acquisition equipment, and other property owned by
Chevrolet. Hall also benefited by the support of the Chevrolet engineers. In particular,
Bill Howell had played a significant roll in developing the 1969 Penske Camaro. Howell
was assigned to work with Jim Hall/Chaparral developing the second generation

Camaro into a road racer. After working with Hall, Howell became available to other
Trans Am teams. Vince Piggins, head of Chevrolet Product Performance, assigned Bill
Howell to work with Laurel Racing to develop another second generation Camaro for
racing.
Howell helped Laurel Racing engineer their new Camaro. Bill’s influence is evident in
the design of the roll cage. The cage is very similar to the cage of the Chaparral
Camaro. In addition to engineering support, Chevrolet Product Performance provided
parts to construct and race the car. John Pierce, who also worked for Vince Piggins at
Chevrolet Product Performance, provided engineering support, and Paul Prior joined
the team at the track.
In addition to Chevrolet, Goodyear also had a sponsorship agreement with Laurel
Racing. Goodyear provided the tires in exchange for Goodyear decals on all four
fenders.

The Laurel Racing Camaro at the Laurel Racing shop, circa 1971.
Note the clever brake ducts and the unique seat frame. Photo: Larry Drover

The finished car was painted white with red lettering and matching red wheels. The
interior was light gray. Usually, the car raced with the number 11, also in red. By May
of 1971, the new Camaro was well sorted. With Larry Bock at the wheel, in wet
conditions at Lime Rock, the Laurel Racing Camaro qualified 14th in a field of 31 T/A
competitors. The rain continued to fall making for an amusing race. The footage of the

race, including views of the Camaro at speed, appears in the documentary DVD: Lime
Rock Park: Lost Valley of Racing.

Laurel Racing Camaro chasing the Roy Woods Javelin at Lime Rock Park in 1971.

Photo: Camera 3

Larry Drover, owner of Laurel Racing, approaching driver, Hiroshi Fushida, in the Camaro, 1971. Photo
courtesy of Larry Drover.

Later, in 1971, Fushida Racers approached Laurel Racing about the possibility of
sponsoring the Camaro in the Trans Am series. The sponsorship agreement included a
driver- Hiroshi Fushida. Hiroshi was an accomplished driver in many forms of racing. In
addition to Hiroshi’s racing accomplishments, he brought funding. Hiroshi, born in 1946,
is the son of the owner of the largest kimono manufacturer in Japan.
A deal was struck, and Hiroshi raced the Camaro at the Bryar 200 Trans Am race in
1971. By qualifying eleventh, Hiroshi established that he could adapt to the car quickly.
On June 19, 1971, Autoweek reported:
“New Trans Am contenders who appeared for the Bryar event included Japanese driver Hiroshi Fushida
in the Laurel Racing Enterprises 1971 Camaro. Last year, Fushida, who has won the Japanese Grand
Prix for Group 7 cars, drove in some of the L&M Continental series races.”
“Fushida had never driven a big American sedan until yesterday’s first practice session. ‘He still feels a
little insecure in the car’, said Laurel crew member Jim Hablick, ‘but he’s already showed us that he
understands it. When he comes in he just doesn’t complain about poor handling; he tells us what’s
wrong. He is going to go places in racing’.”

SCCA Trans Am race, Bryar, 1971
Hiroshi Fushida driving the Laurel Racing Camaro

Similarly, in his book Trans Am Racing 1966-1985, Albert Bochroch made note of
Fushida’s T/A debut. Bochroch wrote:
“New faces at Bryar included John Paul, Sr., in a Challenger, and Hiroshi Fushida, a well regarded
Japanese driver, in a 1971 Camaro.”

Two months later, Fushida raced the Camaro again at the 200 mile Trans Am event at
Road America, in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. This event ended poorly for all concerned.
Just after the half-way point in the race, Hiroshi wrecked the car spectacularly. He went
through a guard rail and hit a tree. He was trapped in the car for two hours. After being
removed from the Camaro, Fushida was taken to nearby Sheboygen Memorial Hospital.
Two days after his arrival, the hospital issued this press release:

SCCA Trans Am race, Road America, 1971.
Hiroshi Fushida (driver), Larry Drover (owner), and the Laurel Racing crew: Jim Linger, Jim Hablick, &
Paul Powell. Photo courtesy of Larry Drover.

Hiroshi never raced in the Trans Am series again. However, he did make a successful
return to racing. He raced in Formula 1 Grand Prix and in the 24 Hours of Le Mans.
He was also a Toyota works driver. After retiring as a driver, he stayed active in car
construction and racing. Hiroshi worked as operations director at Racing Technology
Norfolk, Ltd. At RTN, he spearheaded the return of Bentley to Le Mans in 2001.
The Laurel Racing Camaro was repaired and returned to racing.
For those of us passionate about the Trans Am series, there is a silver lining to Hiroshi’s
spectacular crash. In 1971, a Japanese race driver in the U.S. was unusual. In fact,
Hiroshi was the first Japanese driver to compete in the T/A series. This event
generated stories in the press. The wreck itself was so spectacular that many photos of
the car were taken. These stories and photos have contributed to the accurate
restoration of the car.

The Laurel Racing Camaro sported this red, white, and blue livery during the 1972 season. For 1973, the
Camaro returned to its original red on white motif. Watkins Glen, NY, 1972. Photo courtesy of Larry
Drover.

Laurel Racing continued to race the Camaro with the SCCA in T/A. In addition, Larry
Drover raced the Camaro in the SCCA A/S class. For example, Larry Drover finished
third in the 1973 June Sprints. Laurel also competed in endurance races such as the 24
Hours of Daytona. The Camaro made its first, of six, appearances at the 24 Hours of
Daytona in 1972.

Laurel Racing Camaro at IMSA Camel GT race at Mid-Ohio July 15, 1973 Photo: Mark Windecker

Larry Drover and Larry Bock driving at the Mid-Ohio 6 hour IMSA endurance race July 15, 1973

In 1974, Laurel Racing retired the Camaro, and decided to sell the car. Larry Drover
placed a classified advertisement in Autoweek. The text of that ad is:
1973 Camaro. Super car for SCCA, Trans Am, or IMSA. Full cage, Freon, Minilites. Many more extras,
this car weighs 2900 lbs, w/o ballast. With or without 305 engine. Must sell, no reasonable offer refused.
Call or write Laurel Racing, Larry Drover, 54365 Venita Court, Osceola, IN 46561. (219) 679-4993.
Autoweek October 12, 1974

Carmon Solomone, then living nearby in Illinois, purchased the Camaro. Carmon
fabricated an integrated front valence / front air dam. Carmon retained the seat and the
light gray interior color scheme. However, he repainted the car green with yellow
lettering and wheels. Carmon elected to race with the number 80, also in yellow.

After purchasing the Camaro, Carmon Solomone painted the car green with yellow trim.
This photo was taken in 1975 prior to Carmon’s first race. Photo: Carmon Solomone

Carmon received sponsorship through a nearby Chevrolet dealership, Carl Motors Inc..
Carl Motors Inc. Chevrolet / Pontiac
200 Buchanan Street
Carthage, IL 62321
(217) 357-2925
Carmon entered the 12 Hours of Sebring, held March 21, 1975. Mechanical problems
during qualifying prevented Carmon from starting the 12 Hour race. Although, the good

news is that a photo of the rear of the Camaro, in its new green livery, was taken at the
event.
Carmon extended the Trans Am history of the car by racing in the July 26, 1975 event
at Road America. The engine failed before the checkered flag, but Carmon earned
$100 prize money.
At this point in 1975, the appearance of the Camaro was substantially unchanged- other
than the paint scheme. Carmon decided to focus his efforts on IMSA racing. First, box
flairs were added. Then, fiberglass front fenders designed to produce down force were
added in the front. Similar down force style flairs were added to the rear. Even with all
these aesthetic changes, the stock tub was not touched. Photos of the car, from that
era, clearly show the stock tub intact.
With this set-up, Carmon ran the 24 Hours of Daytona three consecutive years: 1976,
1977, and 1978. In addition, Carmon ran numerous other IMSA events, including the
12 Hours of Sebring in 1977.
In 1977, Carmon considered selling the Camaro, and placed a classified advertisement
in Autoweek.
IMSA Trans Am Camaro. Shafer body panels. Excellent chassis. Super 355 engine. Race ready. Sure
money winner. Truck, trailer, spares included. Will separate. Details on request. Carmon Solomone,
237 ½ West Burlington, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514. (312) 325-5553
Autoweek, May 7, 1977

A suitable buyer was not found. So, Carmon continued to race the Camaro in IMSA
events. Carmon’s final race was the 1985 IMSA Camel GT race in Miami. Competing
against purpose-built race cars, the Camaro was slightly off-the-pace. However, the
aging Camaro finished the race, taking the checkered flag on a fifteen year racing
career. The car was retired.

SCCA Trans Am race, Six Hours of Endurance Watkins Glen, June 21, 1978 Photo: Jan Hettler
Carmon Solomone and Fred Lang finished 18th in group II (still running a 302 cid engine)

Daytona International Raceway, IMSA Daytona Finale, November 26, 1978 Photo: Dave Kutz

Carmon, and the Camaro, moved to Florida. The engine was transplanted from the
Camaro into Carmon’s Corvette. The Camaro sat idle from 1985 until 1998. In 1998,
Neal Karolek followed the trail of the Camaro to Carmon’s residence in Florida. Karolek
was thrilled to find the brass tag still affixed to the roll cage and the stock tub intact.
Enthused, Karolek informed David Tom, a car broker in Arizona, of the find.
David Tom brokered the Camaro to Curt Kallberg, of Oregon.
Curt Kallberg and Jon Bibler began restoring the Camaro. Kallberg chose 1971/1972
as the point-in-time for the restoration. With guidance from the Historic Trans Am group
and from numerous photos of the Camaro from that era, Kurt and Jon brought the
Camaro back to how it was raced by Laurel Racing. Curt and Jon completed the
restoration in time for the big events in Monterey in 1999. The Camaro debuted at the
1999 Monterey Pre-Historics. The following week, the Camaro raced again at the
Monterey Historics.

HMSA event, Thunderhill Raceway, May 2000

In March of 2000, Kurt sold the Camaro to the current owner. The Camaro has
participated in HMSA and General Racing events.

In June 2003, the Camaro won the award for best “Presentation and Performance” at
General Racing’s Wine Country Classic.

In 2005, the Camaro posted the fastest qualifying time at the Wine Country Classic.

Laurel Camaro at General Racing’s Wine Country Classic in 2005.

The Historic Trans Am group was invited to participate in the Amelia Island Concours of
2008. The Laurel Camaro made the long trip from coast-to-coast and back again.

The Laurel Camaro on display on a fairway of the Amelia Island Golf Club during the Amelia Island
Concours.
March 9, 2008.

Later in 2008, the Laurel Camaro was invited to participate in General Racing’s 35th
running of the Monterey Historic Automobile Races.

Laurel Racing Camaro in the Corkscrew at Laguna Seca. Monterey Historics 2008.

In August 2008, the Laurel Racing Camaro won the coveted award for Best
Presentation and Performance at the Monterey Historics.

